10   WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES
to Jefferson's recollection, many years afterward,
Washington told him that General Knox and
Colonel Humphreys drew up the regulations and
that some were proposed "so highly strained
that he absolutely rejected them." Jefferson
further related that, when Washington was
re-elected, Hamilton took the position that the
parade of the previous inauguration ought not to
be repeated, remarking that "there was too much
ceremony for the character of our government."
It is a well-known characteristic of human
nature to be touchy about such matters as these.
Popular feeling about Washington's procedure was
inflamed by reports of the grand titles which
Congress was arranging to bestow upon the
President. That matter was, in fact, considered
by the Senate on the very day of Washington's
arrival in New York and before any steps could
have been taken to ascertain his views. A joint
committee of the two houses reported against
annexing "any style or title to the respective
styles or titles of office expressed in the Con-
stitution." But a group of Senators headed by
John Adams was unwilling to let the matter drop,
and another Senate committee was appointed
which recommended as a proper style of address